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different universities and completed 
post-doctoral fellowships in 1996—
David as a Fulbright Scholar in Israel, 
while Dany was a National Institutes 
of Health Fellow in California. Each 
married and attached his spouse’s 
surname to his own, but one added it 
before and the other after. Each has 
fathered only boys. One has three; the 
other has two. 

After more than a decade working 
in separate fields, David asked Dany to 
apply his physics expertise to a study of 
how electromagnetism influences the 
movement of nematodes in soil, and in 
2009, they published a paper together 
in a scientific journal.

They speak about their Peace 
Corps days as if it were yesterday. 
Experiencing dramatically different 
cultures and helping people with acute 
material needs produced indelible 
memories.

David was the first Peace Corps 
volunteer to serve in Bazaga, a village 
of about 200 families, near the 
southwestern border with Nigeria. 
When he arrived, he found the mud 
house where he was to live full of stored 
grain. “I think they didn’t believe I was 
coming,” he says. David acclimated 
himself to life without electricity or 
running water and led projects digging 
wells and planting trees for firewood 
and to slow desertification. “The best 
part was how rewarding the job felt,” 
David says. “The people there were 

extremely happy to have me there and 
grateful for the things we were doing.” 
Subsequent Volunteers told him his 
village became a model for others.

Dany envisioned himself in similar 
rural conditions but went instead 
to Kikwit, a regional capital and 
commercial center with a population 
then of about 250,000 people. Still, 
the city had just one paved road and 
mostly mud houses. He had expected 
to teach high school physics but was 
assigned to one of Zaire’s few teachers 
colleges and taught from the same 
college textbook that he had just used. 
“I learned it so much better,” he says. 
“By the time I got to grad school, I 
really understood it.” Lecturing 18 
hours each week gave him a level 
of preparation that he rarely sees in 
applicants for professorships today.

Their jobs give Dany and David 
opportunities to recruit for Peace 
Corps. Dany displays posters in 
his office and helps the North 
Carolina Peace Corps Association 
at campus events. David’s USDA 
lab hosts numerous college interns, 
and he encourages them to consider 
volunteering. For budding scientists, 
the twins’ experiences appear to prove a 
simple hypothesis: Peace Corps service 
produces lasting value for volunteers 
and the people they help.

Eric F. Frazier lives and writes in 
Kernersville, North Carolina.
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David Shapiro stands outside his home in Bazaga, and Dany Shapiro fishes in the Kwilu River.




